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Border
travel sees
changes

See PASSPORT page 11

Passport requirement
timeline:
l Dec. 31, 2006- apply the
requirement to all air and sea travel to or from Mexico, Central and
South America, the Caribbean,
Bermuda and Canada
l Dec. 31, 2007- apply the
requirement to all air, sea and land
border crossings to or from
Mexico, Central and South
America, the Caribbean, Bermuda
and Canada

Ice Age

Center brings popular
winter pastime to Valley

By MARIA ALEJANDRA MAZARIEGOS
The Pan American
Currently, U.S. citizens and some
citizens of other countries such as
Canada, Mexico and Bermuda are not
required to present a passport to enter or
re-enter the United States when traveling
within the Western Hemisphere.
This will soon change with the
Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative
(WHTI), which will require all travelers
to and from the Americas, Caribbean,
and Bermuda to have a passport or other
accepted document that establishes the
traveler’s identity and nationality to
enter or re-enter the United States.
Originally scheduled to occur in
three phases, the revised proposal
timelines are as follows:
Dec. 31, 2006- apply the requirement
to all air and sea travel to or from
Mexico, Central and South America, the
Caribbean, Bermuda and Canada
Dec. 31, 2007- apply the requirement
to all air, sea and land border crossings to
or from Mexico, Central and South
America, the Caribbean, Bermuda and
Canada
“The goal is to strengthen border
security and facilitate entry into the
United States for U.S. citizens and
legitimate foreign visitors,” said Border
Patrol Officer and McAllen resident
John Gutierrez.
The
U.S
Government
is
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By LUKE KOONG
The Pan American

Sandra Gonzalez/The Pan American
‘ICE’CAPADES - Thomas Eubanks, 15, of McAllen shows off his skating skills
Saturday night at the new RGV Ice Center in McAllen. The center has been a
popular establishment since it’s Dec. 31 opening.

It might be a blistering 105 degrees
outside, but the ice at the new RGV Ice
Center is always a chilly 18.
On Dec. 31, the Valley became home
to the southernmost ice rink in the
United States. Now, after three weeks of
operation, General Manager Bill
Anderson says business is booming.
“It was really busy since school was
out last week. We’ve had public skating
sessions since we started and our ice
skating classes started on the second,”
said Anderson. “We’ve already doubled
our class size since then, about 100-120.
We’ve also had a few birthday parties.”
The eight-week courses are open to
all ages and are open for beginners to
seasoned skaters. In addition, the Ice
Center offers ice hockey on its NHL
regulation rink. According to Anderson,
that was one of the main reasons

Provost named president of
Eastern Washington University
By CLAUDETTE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
Eastern Washington University’s
next president is Hispanic, a big deal to
some because EWU has never had one,
and neither has any other university in
the state of Washington.
However, to Rodolfo Arevalo, the
newly appointed president of EWU, it is
more important that he was the best one
for the job, regardless of ethnicity.
“It is a very big honor to be
recognized as the first Hispanic to be a
[university] president in Washington,”
said Arevalo. “But it is more important
to have been selected because the Board
of Regents and the faculty, staff and

students felt I was the most qualified
person.”
Arevalo has been the provost and
vice president for academic affairs at the
University of Texas-Pan American since
1998. In his time at UTPA, he has played
an important role in the growth of the
institution he leaves in April.
“I believe that the quality of
academic programs at the university has
increased significantly over the past
seven years and that the quality of
faculty has excelled,” said Arevalo. “The
efforts to increase student success over
the years that I have been here resulted in

See AREVALO page 11

owners Steve and Violet Grammer
opened the facility.
“The owners’ son plays youth
hockey and for the last couple of years,
they’ve been playing at Dodge Arena,”
said Anderson. “Because of concerts and
this and that, sometimes they would
have it and sometimes they wouldn’t.”
Anderson added that with the
growing popularity of ice skating, ice
hockey and figure skating in the United
States, the Ice Center was a natural
progression. With the Winter Olympics
in Turin approaching, those winter
sports are seeing much interest. And
having a minor league hockey team in
town doesn’t hurt, either.
“Since the Killer Bees came down
here, it’s become more popular. With all
of the things going on at the Dodge
Arena, the Grammer’s just felt there was
an opportunity and a need,” said

See ICE CENTER page 11

Smoke Shack
The Smoke Shack, featuring the hookah, is one
of McAllen’s newest
attractions. See page 10
to read about a truly
unique
experience
that has made

Courtesy of University Relations
GLE- UTPA Provost Rodolfo
Arevalo holds up an EWU shirt in
celebation of his Jan. 9 appointment as president of the university.
Arevalo begins there April 1.

its way to the
Valley.
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By DAVID RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American
So this is 2006. Tis
the season for clichés so
please accept this as my
contribution to the slew of
obligatory retrospective
articles. One interesting
thing about having a birthday at the end of the year
is how much more
poignant the whole New Year’s hoopla can be if you
let it. I don’t, but perhaps I should. Perhaps I should
be thinking about all the ways I should change my
life. I should probably be thinking about the future.
But instead, all I can think about is Schrodinger’s
Cat.
There was this guy named Niels Bohr. He died
in the early ‘60s and was widely regarded in the scientific community as “da man” in the field of quantum mechanics. Quantum mechanics is, in an effort
to be brief and keep this thing moving, a mathematical machine for predicting the behavior of microscopic particles. Niels believed that when trying to
find out the location of a particular subatomic particle, until that particle could be observed, its position
remained indeterminate.
To put it in layman’s terms (by which I mean
how it was explained to me), essentially, Niels was
all like, “Hey man. These things are all small. We
can’t see them. Not really. So like, if we’re gonna

try to find out where one is at a certain time and
place, we gotta admit right off the bat that we don’t
know anything for sure. And so like, if we can’t see
it, we don’t even really know its there, no matter
what we’ve been told by man or measurement. Feel
me?”
Enter Erwin Schrodinger. Erwin, obviously a
dog person, postulated a response.
He was like, “Bro, I get what you’re sayin’ but
check this out. Say we get a cat, right? And we like,
stick it in a freaking box, right? And the cat’s alive,
right? Then we put a device in the box that is programmed to release cyanide if a certain quantum
event happens, right? So if the event, whatever it
may be, happens then the cat dies. But if it doesn’t
happen the cat lives. So like, Niels, if what you’re
saying is true, then we won’t know what’s up until
we open the box and see if the cat is all dead and
smelly and stuff or if he’s alive and all pissed off
and hissing and knocking over Bunsen burners. So
if we don’t know, right, then according to what
you’re saying the cat is literally neither dead nor
alive until we open the box. Which I can’t wrap my
mind around, man.”
So through this “thought experiment”
Schrodinger, rather smugly and at great hypothetical
cost to kittens, made the argument that Bohr’s interpretation of events in quantum mechanics was
absurd in its vast overstatement of the roles of measurement and observation.
But microscopic particles are a small matter to
me. What I’m really thinking about is the past. I’ve

done things that I regret. I think everyone has,
unless you’re one of those I don’t regret a thing
because my mistakes are who I am people, which
personally, I think is dangerous. Such a cavalier philosophy seems to only breed redundant mistakes.
But I digress.
Ok, so stick with me here. We all have these
cats in boxes that, for the purposes of this “thought
experiment,” are our past deeds, good and bad. We
meet each other and after a certain point we feel this
irrepressible need to lift each other’s lids. We not
only want to sift through the highs and lows of
someone else, but we also feel compelled to reveal
our own kitty corpse. But often, we choose not to.
We would rather ignore or wallow in ignorance at
the things in the other’s past that scare us; that strike
at our insecurity. We’re hoping Niels is right. We’re
naively clinging to the notion that if we don’t know
these things they, for all intent and purpose, do not
exist.
I think Schrodinger has it right, though. As
much as we’d like to think the dirty things we suspect of others don’t exist, and as much as we’d like
to imagine others know nothing about the contents
of our boxes, if the cat’s kicking we’ll hear it and if
it’s kicked the bucket we’ll smell it. The truth will
come out one way or another. If we force ourselves
and others to find out these things through convoluted, indirect means, it’s going to be that much worse.
With all that having been typed I feel I should
come clean. I don’t know crap about quantum
mechanics.
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Grad remembered as good student, friend
By HILDA LORIA
The Pan American
Tragedy touched the lives of many
University of Texas-Pan American
faculty, staff, and students upon the
news of the murder of recent graduate
Larissa Cavazos early Wednesday,
Dec. 21 in her Schunior Village
apartment.
The Pan American pays tribute to
a young woman whose contributions
to this institution and community,
though short-lived, left lasting
imprints on the lives of those who
knew her.

'A VERY GOOD STUDENT'
In the summer of 2005, Kimberly
Selber, assistant professor in the
department of communication, welcomed Cavazos into her Creative
Strategies class.
An English major, Cavazos took
this class to enhance the strategic
aspect of her writing skills. Selber
had Cavazos as a student in a previous class, Advertising, where they
worked together on advertisements
for Sodexho. She regarded Cavazos as
a consistent contributor and great
team player.
"She was a very good student,"

Selber said. "She was kind of quiet,
but when she had something to say, it
was something very important that
contributed to the class."
Selber heard about the death of
Cavazos from another former student,
Vanessa Garza, and was very saddened by the news.
"She was a sweet, young woman
who was excited about her future,"
Selber said.
Cavazos had just graduated with
honors Dec. 17, obtaining her bachelor's degree in both English and
speech pathology. Garza, who graduated the same day with a degree in

public relations and advertising, said
her friend planned to use her degree
to pursue a career in teaching.
A BEST FRIEND FOR LIFE
Garza met Cavazos three years
ago when they were co-workers at
Convergy's and they became very
good friends. The two shopped
together, took some of the same classes, and talked for hours, especially
when Cavazos drove back to her
Edinburg apartment after spending
the weekend with her family in
Harlingen.

See MEMORIAL page 12

Photo Courtesy of Norma Cavazos
IN REMEMBRANCE - Family, friends
and faculty are still mourning the loss
of recent UTPA graduate Larissa
Cavazos.

More to come from Distinguished Speaker Series
Bob Woodward - February 13
Bob Woodward, the famous Washington Post journalist
who helped break the Watergate scandal in the 1970s,
will be the first speaker this spring. Woodward is the man
responsible for keeping Deep Throat’s identity a secret,
along with partner Carl Bernstein. It wasn’t until recently
that the secret was revealed.

Sanjay Gupta - March 20
Sanjay Gupta, senior medical correspondent for CNN
and a practicing neurosurgeon, will be the second speaker. Gupta performs surgery a few days each week and
the rest of the time he travels while dealing with issues
concerning health. Smith said that it wasn’t hard to book
him for the series, but it took some planning.

Sara Weddington - April 18
Sara Weddington, one of the attorneys from Roe v.
Wade, the landmark Supreme Court case from 1973
which enshrined the woman’s right to choose, will be
discussing the importance of leadership. Smith added
Weddington believes that experiences at the college
level help create leadership skills that will help later in
life.

By ADRIANA GARZA
The Pan American
On stage in the Student Union
Theater, Soledad O’Brien, co-host of
CNN’s American Morning, stood in front
of hundreds of faculty, staff and students,
and spoke first of her background and
accomplishments.
That day, Oct. 25, the University of
Texas-Pan American’s Distinguished
Speaker Series for the 2005-2006 academic year started with not just a journalist, but a TV personality, family woman,
and a person who enjoys educating and
sharing her knowledge with college students.
“In some of her professional experiences, the world hadn’t been exactly as
she had envisioned it, so she had to make
decisions on what kind of a personality

she was going to have both as a person
and as a professional,” said Samuel
Smith, chairman of the Distinguished
Lecture Committee
O’Brien talked about how she got to
where she is professionally. She spoke of
career obstacles that came from being
multiracial and how she manages a career
and four children in New York simultaneously.
“We would not have gotten that just
from a newscast,” Smith said.
And that is exactly the result the
Distinguished Lecture Committee, now in
its second year, would like to see from the
next three speakers.
Those speakers, come from a large
variety of specialties.
On Feb. 13, Bob Woodward, a journalist made famous by his work uncover-

ing the Watergate scandal, will be here to
touch on ethics and journalism. Dr.
Sanjay Gupta, best known for being senior medical correspondent for CNN, will
educate on health on March 20. To close
out the series, Sarah Weddington,attorney
from the controversial Roe v. Wade case,
will brush-up on leadership on April 18.
HOW IT WORKS
The committee, made-up of faculty,
staff, and students, aims to bring speakers
to campus that they feel students will be
willing to listen to and learn from.
“The committee’s charge was to bring
people who are well-versed in their fields,
who have a certain amount of a claim
over subject matter and can impart knowledge perhaps in a way that is not really
accessible through any other media,”

See SPEAKER page 12

Work, school prove tough balance Literacy rates decline
By JUAN GAUNA
The Pan American
Lizet Quintanilla is a sophomore
bilingual education major who, with just
a few days before school started, was
already thinking about the classes she
would have to miss because of the training she might have to attend at her new
job.
“The training is from 3:45 p.m. to
11:45 p.m. for three weeks, I don’t
know.” Quintanilla said. “I need a job
but school is my priority. But I need a
job.”
Study to work, work to study, or
work and study. Whether this is a factor
for the low four-year graduation rate at

The University of Texas-Pan American
or not, the fact is that many students at
this university are faced with the obligation of having to work. The reasons
behind it are many, like the need to pay
for school, gas, food, or rent. However,
for many students, the biggest reason is
to help out his or her parents or to support their own families.
According to Petra Guerra, professor of communication, family responsibility is the number one factor keeping
UTPA at the bottom when it comes to
four-year graduation rate.
“Most of our students work to support their own families, because most do
have their own families to support, or
contribute to their nuclear family, thus

they have to work, sometimes full-time
and attend school full-time too,” Guerra
said.
She also pointed out that most students are first-generation college students going through college without a lot
of guidance or knowledge about the
process.
“College for these students is
something they have to work on their
own, there is no role model for them nor
is there the same understanding from
their families about school work,” she
says.
But when school takes students further north than the Valley, they are often
put into a greater financial burden and

See WORKING page 12

By VICTORIA RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American
Literacy is a fundamental part of
learning, and possibly gaining higher
education: its basic components include
the ability to comprehend basic instructions, interpret literature and do simple
math. One might take for granted that
college graduates are experts in this
area.
However, a recent study published
by the National Center for Education
Statistics found only that 31 percent of
college graduates were able to read and
understand information in short texts—
down from 51 percent from 1992.
“One in 20 adults have such poor

English skills that they can't read a
newspaper, understand the directions on
a bottle of pills or carry on a basic conversation,” wrote Greg Toppo, staff
writer for USA Today.
On a smaller scale, universities are
having a similar problem.
Some English 1301 courses even
begin their first day with a quick reiteration on the basics of reading and comprehension, and composition. The reiterations usually don't last for more than
half of the first class session, seeing as
how the professors are anxious to get
their teaching going. The problem is,
some students are in need of more
catch-up work.

See LITERACY page 12
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UTPA financial circle of life
University funding enters system from different sources
By SANDRA GONZALEZ
The Pan American
There is no doubt business at the
Payments and Collections Office has
been booming since semester bills were
sent out. But what many students may
not know as they swipe their credit cards
and sign their checks, is that their money
is only a small percentage of the over
$217 million it will cost to run the university in fiscal year 2005-2006.
Where the rest of the money comes
from is much more intricate than many
may think. Juan Gonzalez, assistant vice
president of business affairs, and budget
officer, knows that fact all too well.
“This whole thing would take a
whole semester to teach. It gets very
complex,” Gonzalez said.
What further complicates understanding the flow of money through The
University of Texas-Pan American is the
fact that accounting for a non-profit is
done differently than the for a corporation.
“In the corporate world, you have
resources and you have money, there’s
no distinction,” Gonzalez said. “In a
non-profit world, it’s a little different.”
UTPA uses what is called fund
accounting, as the money that comes
into the university is organized into separate funds.
The easiest way to understand the
flow of finances through the university is
to think of it as a circle of life. It all starts
when students pay their tuition. That
money goes into what the UT System

calls Educational and General Funds.
Also included in that fund is general
revenue, or state funding. The amount of
state funding has long been an issue of
debate with many people claiming that
the state is not providing enough for
higher education. The figure has
decreased in recent years steadily.
According to Gonzalez, part of that
funding depends on the number of students attending the university.
“A significant part of the general revenue is calculated based on a formula
process,” Gonzalez said. “There’s a formula process though which public institutions receive their core funding. There
are two formulas.”
While one formula, Infrastructure
Support, bases funding on square
footage, the Institutional and Operations
formula bases monies on semester credit hours.
“So, the more semester credit hours
we generate, the more funding we receive
through this process,” Gonzalez said.
But surprisingly enough, Gonzalez
said that the state-based general revenue
only provides about 18 percent of
UTPA’s total budget.
According to Gonzalez, where the
money goes after that can only be roughly stated.
“It’s hard to follow the money very
precisely,” Gonzalez said. “The analogy
I make is: it’s like dropping a glass of
water into a tub and then asking,
‘where’s the glass of water I dropped
into the tub?’”

The second half of the financial circle,
however, happens when it comes to
receiving restricted funds. These funds
come from outside entities that donate to
the university. This often poses a problem.
“Restricted funds are one of our most
challenging funds to budget because it’s
very difficult to predict what’s going to
be funded,” Gonzalez said, “So what we
do is we look at trends. We look at grants
and contracts and try to see where those
are going.”
IN THE KNOW
One person who knows those trends
very well is Lydia Aleman, director of
development and endowment services.
As the overseer of the UTPA
Foundation, a self-supporting group created to raise money for the university,
she knows how much a few people’s
philanthropic effort can aide one cause.
“Many times we have succeeded
because someone has helped us,”
Aleman said. “If people are capable of
giving, they should give. And I believe
our alumni students are giving and
we’ve seen that over the years.”
With this in mind, Aleman said that
the foundation is looking to get donors
to reach the “next level of giving.”
“What we’re going to do is become
more aggressive in visiting with the
alums… cultivating them and hopefully
they will continue donating or increase
their donations to the university,” she
said.
In 2004, $11.4 million was added to

the endowment. This put UTPA in the
third quartile of over 700 reporting institution of comparable size, according to
the 2004 National Association of
College and University Business Offices
endowment study. This means 75% of
comparable universities had less endowments.
While the base amount of the endowments is never touched, according to
Aleman, of those donations, about
$750,000-$800,000 of the interest went
to the university and the rest to student
scholarships.
And that money may come in handy
for students, as Gonzalez reports that a
growing trend could put students at a
greater financial burden.
“One of the biggest things out there
is this trend toward shifting the cost of
higher of education from the public in
general to the benefactors… specifically
the student,” he said. As a result, tuition
has continued to rise each year at most
schools.
Aleman added that there is only one
way to get over any lack of governmental funds.
“I think that in order to continue
advancing the economy as a whole we
can not just rely on governmental or personal resources,” she said, “It’s everyone’s responsibility to fill that financial
void.”
GIVING BACK STRESSED
With donations and endowments
playing an increasingly important role in

UTPA funding, Debby Grant, director of
alumni relations and annual giving, says
that the Alumni Association is remaining
persistent in staying in contact with exBroncs.
“We have graduates from way back
in the ‘30s and ‘40s that still give to the
university. Some of them are still alums
and we stay in contact with them,” Grant
said, “We have lifetime memberships so
once they’re on there, they’re on there
for life.”
In review, the more hours taken by
UTPA students, the more the government pays in general revenue based on
their formulas. This only applies, however, when students do not repeat classes. After we graduate, some alumni will
invest by way of endowments or other
donations.
“The return on the investment for
them isn’t to get any monetary benefits,
but it’s to get the benefit of increasing
the educational attainment for our students, increasing the quality of living in
the area,” Aleman said.
Gonzalez adds that the more students
know about this process, the better.
“Sharing information is critical to
strengthening that bond and realizing
we’re on the same side,” Gonzalez said,
“In the absence of information, that vacuum is filled with rumors…and it’s
important that everybody, [students],
faculty, and staff, know how we get
funded and how those funds are used.
There is absolutely no reason not to
share this.”

Operating Budget Summary
The UTPA 2005-2006 budget has seen growth from last year. In this table, that growth
is broken down by individual funds.
Fund Group

2004-2005
Budget

% of Budget

2005-2006
Recommended

% of Budget

Increase
(decrease)

% of inc. (%
dec.)

Educational and General

107,097,906

56.69

125,269,355

57.49

18,198,449

16.99

24,901,739

13.18

27,910,576

12.81

3,008,837

12.08

12,896,018

6.83

15,110,997

6.93

2,214,979

17.18

41,066,846

21.74

45,854,009

21.04

4,787,163

11.66

762,860

0.4

826,958

0.38

64,098

8.4

2,202,668

1.17

2,935,901

1.35

733,233

33.29

(Used for Institutional support)

Designated Funds
(Comes from fees and activity account)

Auxillary Enterprises Funds
(Used to fund bookstore, student union
and other)

Restricted Current FundsContracts & Grants
(Comes from outside donors)

Restricted Current Funds-Gifts
(Comes from outside donors)

Operating Expenditures,
Plant Funds
(Used for basics)

source: UTPA Office of Business Affairs
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Arevalo asignado presidente de EWU
Por CLAUDETTE GONZALEZ
Traducido Por SYLVIA LORENZEN

The Pan American
El siguiente presidente de Eastern
Washington University es Hispano. Esto
es de gran interés para algunos por lo
que en EWA, como en cualquier otra
universidad del estado de Washington,
jamás han tenido un presidente
Hispano.
Aun así, para Rodolfo Arevalo,
futuro presidente de EWU, es mas
importante ser el mejor en el trabajo, no
solo ser recordado por su origen.
“Es un gran honor ser reconocido
como el primer Hispano que será
presidente
[universitario]
de
Washington,” expreso Arevalo. “Pero es
aun mas importante haber sido
seleccionado, ya que la mesa directiva,
la facultad, el personal y los estudiantes
sintieron que yo seria la persona mejor
calificada para el trabajo.”
Arévalo
ha
sido
oficial
administrativo
y
vicepresidente
académico de University of Texas-Pan
American desde 1998, tiempo durante
el cual tuvo un rol importante dentro
del crecimiento de la institución, la cual
dejara en Abril.

“Yo creo que la cualidad de los
programas
académicos
de
la
universidad han tenido un incremento
significativo durante los pasados siete
años, así como la cualidad de la
facultad que ha sobresalido,” dijo
Arévalo.
“Los
esfuerzos
para
incrementar el éxito de los estudiantes
durante los años que he estado aquí han
dado resultados de gran nivel en
retenciones y graduaciones.”
Arévalo ha ayudado a crear
programas tales como el Centro de
Escritura, el Proyecto de Álgebra,
comunidades de aprendizaje así mismo
cursos de aprendizaje y el programa de
asesores
universitarios
(URAP).
Recientemente Arévalo trabajo para traer
el nuevo programa llamado “Academic
Advising and Mentoring Center.”
Para Arévalo uno de los aspectos
más importantes de este crecimiento ha
sido el incluir mas programas de nivel
graduado.
“Yo creo que para mi la cumbre de la
universidad ha sido el cambio de la
universidad
principalmente
de
bachillerato a una universidad de
investigación para graduados,” sustento
Arévalo. “Ganando el apruebo para

Joel de la Rosa/The Pan American
GRAN APERTURA - Rodolfo Arevalo conversa con Ana Maria Rodriguez en la
gran apertura del Academic Advising and Mentoring Center en UTPA.

crear tres programas de doctorado
adicionales fue muy importante para la
universidad.”
Esencial para este cambio fue la
reducción del pesado trabajo de facultad
para dar paso a más investigaciones.
“Pienso que un mejoramiento
critico de los programas académicos
fue mi esfuerzo por el cambio de el
trabajo de la facultad, por el soporte de
las investigaciones universitarias como
asimismo el crecimiento de la facultad,
empezando
por
salarios
de
aproximadamente 59 porciento dentro

del los últimos siete años,” dijo
Arévalo.
Con la salida de Arévalo, la
Presidente Blandina Cárdenas y su staff
han comenzado por la búsqueda de un
reemplazo.
“La presidente dará una junta de
comité para identificar las cualidades y
criterios que se quieren ver en el
siguiente vicepresidente,” señalo Carol
Rausch, asistente de la presidente.
La presidente y su comité usaran
varios métodos para atraer a los
aplicantes calificados.

“Pondremos avisos nacionales, y
cartas serán enviadas a todas las
instituciones de Texas, así como algunas
otras,” declaro Rausch. “Así mismo la
presidente enviara cartas a gente que
querrán hacer nominaciones para la
posición.”
Después de que lleguen las
aplicaciones, el comité escogerá a
algunos de los aplicantes, los
entrevistara y escogerá a la mayor
persona para el trabajo.
De acuerdo con Rausch, Arévalo y
sus positivas cualidades se extrañaran
dentro de UTPA.
“Dr. Arévalo trajo mucha fuerza,”
expreso Rausch. “El tiene una excelente
habilidad organizacional, financiera y
de administración ejecutiva.”
Así como UTPA lo extrañara,
Arévalo dice que el también extrañara a
muchos dentro de la comunidad
universitaria, que por cierto los invita a
Washington.
“Siempre serán la gente que conoces
y los amigos que haces lo que dificulta
el dejar la universidad,” expreso
Arévalo. “Yo tengo la esperanza de que
encontraran el camino a EWU para
visitar.”
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Hookah stirs up hoopla at Smoke Shack

By TREY SERNA
The Pan American
The hookah is a tradition that gained popularity in Turkey around
1620. The original hookah was made of coconut and came from India.
From there it spread to the Arab world and finished its transformation
back in Turkey, where the design and style has remained relatively the
same for the last few hundred years. Throughout, the art of the hookah
has grown and progressed.
The tradition slowly made its way westward and finally reached
the Rio Grande Valley in the form of the Smoke Shack, a lounge located in McAllen at 2403 Buddy Owens Blvd. It officially opened its doors
for business on Aug. 26 this year and has been attracting a variety of customers since.
The owners of the Smoke Shack are Muji and Farwa Naqvi, who
were both born in Karachi, Pakistan. The couple married in August
2004, and almost exactly a year later, they opened The Smoke Shack.
Farwa’s brother, Ali Naqvi, was born in Baton Rouge, La. and moved to
the Valley with Farwa in June 1996. They all reside in Mission.
“The business has been up and down,” said Farwa Naqvi, who is
also the general manager.
“There are certain times when it’s busier than others,” said Ali
Naqvi, Webmaster and booking agent for the business. “During
finals week it was a little slow, but it picked up a lot during the
Christmas break.”
For anyone who has no idea what a hookah lounge has to offer on
the first visit, there’s no need to worry. The friendly staff will be sure to
fill the clueless ones in.
“Well part of the thing is when folks come in, our waiters and waitresses go over it with them and ask them if they are ‘hookah virgins,’
because if you’ve never been to a hookah café you wouldn’t know how to
order it,” Farwa Naqvi said. “Our waiters will explain how to pick your
hookah and your flavor and go through it with you step by step.”
Not just any type of tobacco can be used. Sheesha is the commonly used term to describe the tobacco used in hookah pipes. This tobacco
is different than any other kind used in cigarettes or cigars. It is usually
a damp blend of fresh tobacco leaves with molasses or honey and semidried fruit or fruit pulp. Over the years, people started mixing the tobacco with fruit extracts, and in the ‘80s many started to experiment with
the different flavor combinations.
“The sheesha we have has no tar and 0.5 percent nicotine,” Ali
Naqvi said.
With a look at all the construction in the Valley, it is obvious the

cities here are growing. With a diverse population, it was only a matter
of time before something new came to the area.
“We decided to open this up because there’s not one here in the
Valley,” Farwa Naqvi said. “It is growing so fast, and we’re getting so
many different types of people here, so we figured it was time to open
one up.”
The Smoke Shack is open to everyone, but the majority of its customers are students, which is why it’s found a way to cater to the growing number students. A 15 percent student discount is given to any student over the age of 18, whether in college or high school, as long as
they have a valid school I.D and a proper I.D. to verify age. However,
the student discount does not apply whenever there’s a special going on
such as the holiday special, back-to-school one or any other in which
hookahs can be had at a lower rate than normal.
Besides the great specials, a big bonus for many students is that
they can come and get work done on their computers because the business offers a free wireless Internet connection.
“You can just come in and we’ll give you the code and you can basically sit here as long as you want and use the Internet,” Ali Naqvi said.
Other than online options, there are other forms of entertainment
offered. The Smoke Shack has a big screen TV where many sit and
watch their favorite DVDs.
“The last time I went to the Smoke Shack, they had ‘Family Guy’
playing on the TV, and it was really enjoyable,” said Nina Kizzia, a
sophomore speech/communication major at the University of Texas-Pan
American.
There are belly dancer nights, flamenco nights and karaoke
nights, just to name a few. Also, on any given weekend, a customer will more than likely find house musician Adam Moya
playing a few tunes on the guitar.
“There are some acoustic shows we have here, but we’re going to
start having actual shows with different bands the way they do at the
VFW,” Ali Naqvi said. “It’s air-conditioned here, there’s a lot more
space than the VFW, it’s brighter so you can actually see the band and
there’s an actual stage for them to perform on.”
The Smoke Shack’s Web site offers a calendar of events or one can
simply call to find out what event is taking place on any given night.
The place also allows any of its customers who are 21 or older to
bring alcoholic beverages.
“We allow that because some places charge you and try to profit
off it, but that’s not what we’re here for,” Farwa Naqvi said. “You’re
paying for the ambiance.”
The Smoke Shack provides a friendly environment to socialize

Joey Cortez/The Pan American
WHERE THERE’S SMOKE... - The hookah tradition is spreading
like fire on a dry prairie among college students. It has come to
the Rio Grande Valley in the form of the Smoke Shack.

Joel de la Rosa/The Pan American
NIGHT OWLS WANTED - The darkened insides of the Smoke
Shack outside of business hours are a stark contrast to later
hours, when patrons enjoy the Middle Eastern experience.

with some friends or get a little work done. For seating, there are comfortable couches or tables. They even have rolled out carpets with pillows where smokers can lay back and relax.
“When you come here, we want you to feel at home,” Muji
Naqvi said.
So instead of spending another weekend at home or doing the
typical dinner and a movie ritual, it might be more refreshing to try
an old tradition in a new Valley hot spot.

Dodge Arena preparing for bigger and better events
By KRISTINA GARCIA-CORRAL
The Pan American
The folks at the Dodge Arena have definitely come a long way since opening their
doors in October 2003. With a very busy month
ahead, it seems as though this year’s event
schedule is already a success and will definitely top last year’s.
“This year will be a year of big change,

and it will be a very noticeable change,” said
Yajaira Flores, Dodge Arena director of marketing and sales.
With the next three months completely
booked there is sure to be something of interest
for just about everyone. From concerts and
children’s shows to sporting events and festivals, the Dodge Arena has had no problem
attracting the public.

“Having the arena has made change in the
Valley,” said Michelle Guerra, a University of
Texas-Pan American student. “Now we are able
to see concerts and shows that never came to
the Valley before.”
According to Flores, booking big-time
entertainers and events has not been a problem.
World famous entertainers that were unattainable are now attainable, and those at the arena
are taking full advantage.
Being host to one great event after another is the ultimate goal for the arena. Kicking
the year off with a concert by Ricky Martin on
the Jan. 17 is just the beginning. The Central
Hockey League will play its all-star game on

Jan. 18 and the world famous Harlem Globetrotters
will make an appearance on Jan. 26.
“I’ve gone to several events at the Dodge
Arena, and it’s really cool that we have a place
like that so close to us,” stated Paul Garcia, a
recent UTPA graduate.
Since such a place has never existed in the
Valley, it is easy to see why so many area residents look forward to attending shows and
other events at the arena. With such a great
schedule so far, it is a wonder how much better
the rest of this year will be.
For a full calendar of events or Killer Bees
schedule, visit the Dodge Arena Web site at
www.dodgearena.com or call (956) 843-6688.
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Leaving many religious leaders
and adherents angered and avid
readers captivated, Dan Brown’s
“The Da Vinci Code” has turned
out to be not just a book, but
rather a craze that has taken the
literary world by storm.
Perhaps not since the Harry Potter phenomenon exploded in the
late ‘90s has there been a piece of fiction that has come along and
rocked today’s culture in such a massive way.
“The Da Vinci Code” tells the story of Harvard professor Robert
Langdon who, while in Paris giving a lecture, is awakened late at
night by police officers and taken to the famous Louvre museum
where the murder of its curator and world-renowned art historian
Jacques Sauniere has just occurred.
Charged as the only suspect, Langdon makes a daring escape
thanks to the assistance of a willingly helpful agent named Sophie
Neveu, who is able to decode the strange message left by the dead
man. From then on, the two must work together as a team, traveling
through a variety of museums and cathedrals across Europe on a
quest to prove Langdon’s innocence, as well as to uncover a religious
secret that has been kept hidden from the world for centuries.
So who could possibly concoct such an intriguing tale?
I. THE AUTHOR
Brown, the book’s author, was born the son of a math professor
and a musician and grew up in a household that questioned many
facets of both religion and science.
Upon graduating from Amherst College, Brown spent some time
as an English professor before penning his first novel, “Digital
Fortress,” in 1996. The novel, which dealt with national security and
civilian privacy, became a number one bestseller.
A similar novel of his, the moral political thriller, “Deception
Point,” was published in 2001 and was another bestseller.
But it was through the 2000 release of the runaway hit “Angels
and Demons” that readers were first introduced to the character of
Harvard symbologist Langdon. Though controversy surrounded the
novel, no one could deny its popularity, and shortly after its
publication, Brown began work on another piece of fiction with the
same character.
After years of research that included many visits to the Louvre
and countless discussions with art historians and theologists, “The
Da Vinci Code” was released in fall 2003.
The novel was instantly another bestseller for Brown; however, it
wasn’t long before a huge amount of controversy erupted. “The Da
Vinci Code” and, more specifically, the views challenged within, left
the Catholic Church angered at the accusations made in Brown’s
book and many religious followers actually questioning the validity
of the novel.

The Da Vinci Code
By Frank Calvillo

II. THE CONTROVERSY
The storm of controversy failed to stop the novel from being a mega
hit, and claiming the number one spot on the New York Times
bestseller list. The novel’s success and controversy also helped to
bolster the sales of Brown’s previous novels, especially “Angels and
Demons.” In fact, the London Sunday Times’ list of bestsellers showed
Brown’s novels taking up the first four spots of most frequently bought
books in the U.K. at the end of 2004.
The publicity surrounding the book also garnered new readers such
as University of Texas-Pan American senior computer science major
Lucian Silcox, who admits that his initial reason for reading the novel
was the huge wave of publicity and controversy surrounding it.
“There was already a lot of hype about the book before I picked

up a copy, and I got curious to find out what it was
all about,” he said.
Silcox, who calls himself an avid reader, is
usually drawn toward works dealing with science
fiction and fantasy but doesn’t turn away ones of
different subject matter.
“If there are words on pages, it’s fair game for
me to be reading it,” he said.
Although Silcox wasn’t aware of the book’s
nature, he guessed the book was a good read based
on what he’d heard.
“I had heard a lot of good reviews,” he said.
“That it was a real page-turner and fun to read.”
It wasn’t long before Silcox himself was swept
away by the popular yarn that Brown had spun.
“It was a very captivating book,” he said. “It
had a strong plot and enough twists and turns to
keep you guessing.”
Additionally, Silcox also believes that the use
of history in the text is part of the novel’s appeal.
“The pieces of trivia interspersed throughout
the story, real or not, kept me thinking, which I
believe is the best way to read a book.”
Silcox went on to admit that since reading “The
Da Vinci Code,” he has become a true fan of
Brown’s writings.
“I have since read several of Dan Brown’s
other novels, and I look forward to his next.”
Still, for some readers, it is impossible to enjoy
Brown’s novel because of the many religious
claims that are made in it.
Christy Flores, a senior bioloty major at UTPA,
is adamant on her stance concerning the novel and
its creator, pointing out many of the religious
views that are challenged.
“Brown makes a ‘claim’ that Jesus was
married to Magdalene, he claims that the New
Testament is a forgery, he claims that the sacred
name of God has pagan roots, and that Christianity
stole its concepts from paganism,” she said.
Flores, who has yet to read Brown’s novel,
offers up a very detailed explanation as to why she

refuses to pick up the bestseller:
“I believe that the Bible is the word of God
written by man who was inspired by God
Himself,” she said. “Any book written by a sinful
man who is not inspired by God Himself and
proclaims to have truths that can mislead me, as a
Christian, is not one that I would be interested in.”
However, various study groups have been
created across the country for individuals such as
Flores who oppose the novel, or simply have
questions about the book’s religious claims.
One such group was conducted at Edinburg’s
First United Methodist Church last fall. For a
period of six weeks, “The Da Vinci Code Study
Group” met weekly to answer questions as well as
to discuss various passages and how they relate to
the overall history of religion.
“Everything that Brown brought up as fact is
offset by what is true,” said Francis Ann
Dornbusch, a member who attended the weekly
sessions.
Dornbusch, who also acts as chairman of the
church’s worship committee, understands some
people’s reactions to the novel.
“It’s an excellent work of fiction, but with just
enough evidence to suggest that it might be true,”
she said.
Dornbusch, whose organization helped sponsor
the program, saw a diverse group of individuals
showing up at the study group.
“Many had not read the book, others were
perturbed by it, and then there were those who had
read it, who just wanted to talk about it,” she noted.
Although Dornbusch herself acknowledges
people’s negative attitudes toward the novel, she
believes that any negativity lies within the
individual.
“Some were concerned that the book would
challenge a person’s beliefs, however, that is only
possible if you are indeed insecure in what you
yourself believe.”
Nearly three years after the book’s release and

with nearly 40 million copies sold worldwide,
“The Da Vinci Code” has continued to rack up new
forms of controversy as well as huge book sales.
III. THE EFFECTS
The success of Brown’s novel hasn’t ended
there, however, as there have been a number of
books written about “The Da Vinci Code” as well
as a variety of television specials and
documentaries conducting investigations on the
work of fiction.
In London, there is what is now known as “The
Da Vinci Code Trail,” a guided tour through
several specific and noteworthy locations
mentioned in the novel. In Paris, attendance at the
famous Louvre has risen by nearly a million
visitors since 2004.
Back in Hollywood, production has recently
wrapped on the film adaptation of the novel. The
film, set to be released in May 2006, stars Tom
Hanks as Langdon and is directed by Ron Howard.
Just like the novel, the upcoming movie has
also been met with criticism for actually filming at
religious locations to the casting of two-time Oscar
winner Hanks in the lead role.
Silcox is one of those questioning the casting of
Hanks.
“I can’t really picture Tom Hanks as the ideal
protagonist here, but that could very well be why
I’m not in casting,” he quipped.
Furthermore, Silcox also worries whether
Hollywood will be faithful to Brown’s novel.
“I’m always a little nervous of book
adaptations, due to a tendency of Hollywood to
butcher great stories such as ‘Battlefield Earth,’”
he said. “But I will still likely find a ticket in my
hand, somewhere around release time.”
When the official movie trailer was released on
Dec. 13, it became the most downloaded item on
sites such as imdb.com and apple.com/trailers.
Despite all of the novel’s success however,
Brown’s critics, such as Flores, stand firm.

“I can’t imagine any Christian wanting to read
this book or see the movie. If you want the truth,
open up the Bible and read what God says,” she
said. “After all, He is the one who judges us in the
end, not Brown.”
In the end, just like Steinbeck, Salinger and
other authors whose works were met with criticism
and rejection but had the ability to strike a real
chord with readers, it would seem that Brown and
“The Da Vinci Code” have more than made their
mark in the literary world.

The film adaptation of “The DaVinci
Code” will hit theatres May 19. The
film boasts Hollywood superstars
Tom Hanks, Audrey Tautou, Jean
Reno and Sir Ian McKellen. Ron
Howard directs the much anticipated
project.
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‘Silence’ makes noise in mystery novel circle
BY MEREDITH LAGRONE
The Pan American

Reporter’s Rating:
★★★★★

“S is for Silence” has held
its own on the New York Times
bestseller list since its release
over a month ago. Holding tight
on the top five, it jumped last week to the number one slot, passing
over James Patterson’s “Mary Mary,” which had held the rating for
several weeks.
“S” is Grafton’s 19th novel to feature Kinsey Millhone, a
California cop turned private investigator. The series, which began
with 1982’s “A is for Alibi,” features one book for every letter of the
alphabet. The author releases less than a novel a year in the series,
which makes one of the most interesting angles of Millhone’s investigations. While her story began almost 25 years ago, in the latest
chapter, Millhone is still in 1987, a mere five years after the release
of Grafton’s first novel featuring her. In a 1999 interview from her
Web site, Grafton explained the slow progress of the series.
“My biggest concern is to keep the quality of the writing as high
as I can manage,” said Grafton. “As I've said many times, I'm really
not interested in writing the same book more than once. I probably
put more energy and ingenuity into coming up with fresh storylines
than I do any other aspect of the writing.”
Her approach has certainly worked. Millhone’s storylines are
some of the best written in the mystery genre. In the last few books,
Grafton has explored Millhone’s past, giving the reader a more intimate relationship with the protagonist. “S” is a complete departure
from that tactic. Instead of delving into Millhone’s past, the reader is
treated to something entirely different.
The story is fragmented, taking place in 1954 and 1987.
Millhone is asked by a friend of a friend to help discover what happened to her mother 34 years ago when she disappeared on July 4.
Spending some time in a neighboring town, Millhone is not eager to
attempt to solve a mystery that is 34 years cold; however, in her typ-

ical style, she manages to uncover facts hidden to others, and solve
the mystery.
In addition to the clever plot and well-developed supporting
characters, Millhone is still as wonderful as she has been in the past

‘First Impressions’ not impressive
By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American

of itself.
Opening with the Petty-esque “You Only Live
Once,” “First Impressions” quickly
establishes a more positive Strokes
sentiment than the overly cool, self
reliant and self-destructive youths
who climbed out of the New York underground over
half a decade ago to mainstream the garage-rock genre.
Balancing rigid dual guitars provided by Albert
Hammond and Nikolai Valensi and an ample rhythm
section meticulously distributed by Frankensteinesque Nikolai Fraiture and teen heartthrob Fabrizzio
Morretti, the Strokes reaffirm their domination as the
cleanest and most precise band ot their genre.
On the disco-era pop inspired ‘On the Other
Side’ the Strokes nail down the graduated musical
offerings attempted at on “Room On Fire,” pulling a
slick riff into a conscious head burning anthem as
Casablancas refrains: “I’m tired of everyone I
know/Of everyone I see/ On the street and on TV.”
But it is on “Transmission’s” gut wrenching apex
‘Vision of Division’ where the New York-based rockand roll rioters cap stone their latest audio adventure,
creeping along with the stealth-like procession of a
werewolf parade on a midnight chicken hunt and
launching into a guitar driven melee.
Unfortunately the Strokes peak too soon, using
up their best material in the first six tracks, and are
forced to limp to a non-glorious finish line.
Whether or not The Strokes will be able to
rebound from their week third album is yet to be seen,
but they definitely leave the impression they are no
longer out to save rock and roll.

Reporter’s Rating:
★★★✩✩

It's been six years since New
York-quintet The Strokes released
their debut album “Is This It,” and
those who bought in to critics' propositions that the
then wunderkinds would save rock-and-roll are still
waiting for the revolution.
With three LP's released in their six-year tenure,
The Strokes have had a difficult time living up to their
media-created messiah image, and though their first
two outings were drenched in uber-lovage and heralded as "the future of music," their most recent album
“First Impressions of Earth,” released on RCA earlier
this month, has landed upon cold-shouldered critics,
who were at one time the band’s greatest champions.
But the three-year space between “First
Impressions” and their last full length “Room On Fire”
reaffirms the notion that the band’s king tune-smith
Julian Casablancas has fallen into a creative rut, relying less on inspiration than obligation to put together
the 14-song album play list.
In truth, the latest Strokes endeavor could be
easily divided and released as two EP's: a Strokes’
album which stands up against their previous successes, and a Casablancas solo departure, which would
undoubtedly destroy the 26-year-old's career.
And while Casablancas remains the lynch pin
that holds the Strokes together, it is also widely agreed
that his lyrical miss-musings on “First Impressions”
are the death-star weaknesses which undoubtedly
cause the rock-roll-juggernaut to fall to pieces in spite

18 novels. Her no-nonsense
attitude and loneliness help
the reader get inside her
mind, and her life makes
anyone want to run away to
California and live a life of
relative solitude, all the
while solving previously
unsolvable conundrums. Her
life is refreshingly simple
and normal, aside from the
death-defying endings of
most of her stories, and that
reality combined with the
excitement of the climax of
GRAFTON
each story, makes each of
Grafton’s novels an all too quick and enjoyable read. “S” is no exception, being one of the best she’s churned out yet.
The only detraction from this story is the timeline. While its not
difficult to subtract 30 years from the present, it is often hard to
remember that Millhone exists in the ‘80s. The novel is written in first
person, so she is telling the tale in her present time. It takes three or
four chapters to remember when people are talking about 30 years in
the past, they mean the ‘50s and not the ‘70s. Also hard to envision
are the automobiles. Millhone often refers to her vehicle as a fifteenyear-old model. Again, that would not be an early ‘90s car but an
early ‘70s car. These details are, of course, superfluous to understanding and enjoying the story, but for those who are detail oriented, it is
somewhat of an aggravation.
All in all, Grafton has done it again. She has crafted a clever
story around an amazing central character and made it an instant
bestseller. The only downside is that once it’s over, Millhone will
disappear for another year or two, leaving avid mystery readers
wanting more.
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ICE CENTER continued from page 1
Anderson.
Compared to Dodge Arena, which is only open
for ice skating from October to March, the Ice
Center is a year-round establishment. Because of
that, it will allow for youth leagues and in-house
leagues to be created.
Rafe Fowler, a sophomore kinesiology major at
the University of Texas-Pan American, works as a
skate guard. Fowler, who also helped build the rink,
was thrilled to hear about the construction of the Ice
Center.
“My first reaction was ‘It’s about time.’ I’ve
been in hockey since the 3rd grade. I’ve heard
things about getting one ever since then,” said
Fowler. “People said ‘We’ll get a new hockey rink
and you can train there.’ Well, they took their time,
but eventually they did come through.”
The Ice Center was planned to be ready for
operation in the summer. However, circumstances
pushed the opening date back.
“We had a lot of delays. For example, we didn’t
have enough electricity coming to the building.
Then we had to get a city permit,” Anderson said.
“After Hurricane Katrina, a lot of supplies weren’t in,
like the special pipes that run under the floor. A lot of
supplies we needed were hard to get all of a sudden.”
Anderson added that finding a building large
enough to house the rink was the main problem, but
in addition to that, the location and safety of the

area had to be taken into consideration.
Now that the facility is running, management is
concerned with keeping the ice ready for skaters.
“We have a set of compressors that runs cold
salty water through the floor which keeps it very
cold. Then we send out the Zamboni every one to
two hours which picks up and puts down new
snow,” Anderson explained.
Anderson hopes to attract more business,
especially from the university and area high
schools.
“We just opened so we’re feeling our way. But I
know we are going to do things for the schools,”
said Anderson. “We are looking into doing a
Student Night, maybe a student discount. There are
a lot of things we can do, but again, we’ve just
opened.”
Fowler encourages everyone to come out to the
Ice Center and give ice skating a try.
“I expect figure skating, ice hockey, and regular
skating to explode because it’s a great way to
exercise and spend time,” Fowler stressed. “Don’t
be scared. Come out and try it. You’ve got nothing
to lose, except maybe a bruise on the butt.”
Fowler and several other students at UTPA are
trying to start an ice hockey club (the in-line
hockey club). Interested individuals should contact
him at (956) 212-6791 or e-mail him at
rgfowler@panam.edu.

PASSPORT continued from page 1
implementing this initiative because the
Intelligence Reform and Tourism Prevention Act of
2004 mandated that the U.S. secretaries of
homeland security and state develop and implement
a plan to require U.S. citizens and foreign nationals
to present a passport or other secure identity and
citizen documentation when entering the country.
Besides a passport, other documents will be
acceptable under the initiative. The passport is the
document of choice due to its security features, but
for land border crossings Secure Electronic
Network for Travelers Rapid Inspection (SENTRI),
The Free and Secure Trade (FAST), and NEXUS
program cards will be accepted.
THE OPTIONS
SENTRI facilitates admission at land ports of
entry using automated dedicated commuter lanes,
similar to a toll tag highway feature. SENTRI
allows the INS and the U.S. Customs Service to
enforce the law and accelerate the inspections of
certain low risk, pre-enrolled crossers.
The system identifies travelers who pose little risk
to border security, verifies their low risk status
through extensive record checks, and electronically
screens participants and their vehicles every time they
enter the United States. Participation in the SENTRI
program is voluntary and the total fee is $130.
The FAST program is a joint Canada-United
States initiative involving the Canada Border
Services Agency and the U.S. Customs and Border
Protection. The FAST program offers preauthorized importers, carriers and drivers expedited
clearance processes for eligible goods. The
program promotes free and secure trade by using
common risk-management principles, supply chain
security, industry partnership and advanced
technology. The fee is none for carriers and
importers. Drivers must pay a $50 membership fee

and membership is valid for five years.
The NEXUS alternative inspection program
allows pre-screened, low-risk travelers to be
processed with little or no delay by United States
and Canadian border officials. Approved applicants
are issued photo identification and a proximity
card. Participants cross the border in a dedicated
lane, where they present their membership
identification and proximity card, and make a
declaration. Citizens and permanent residents of
Canada or the United States can apply, and there is
a non-refundable processing fee of $50 that is paid
once every five years.
It is anticipated that the Border Crossing Card,
also known as a “laser visa,” will be accepted as a
substitute for a passport and visa for Mexican
citizens traveling to the United States.
At $97 per passport for individuals over 16
years of age and $82 per passport for individuals
under 16, this rule has the potential of creating a
financial burden for many citizens living in South
Texas, an area with the lowest per capita income in
the country where over 50 percent of families have
relatives in Mexico.
“Most of my family lives in Progreso, and I
have five children,” said Edinburg resident and
H.E.B. clerk Irma Robledo. “Having to pay almost
$100 for a passport for each of us just to go to
Progreso seems like too much.”
BUSINESS EFFECTS
The McAllen Chamber of Commerce is
committed to powering the economy for South
Texas and is one group who recommends the delay
of the initiative until the year 2010.
“This is going to create a bottleneck along the
border,” said Steve Ahlenius, president of the
chamber. “It’s going to devastate business.”
The WHTI will increase the wait time to cross
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AREVALO continued from page 1
increases in retention and graduation rates.”
Specifically, Arevalo helped to create programs
such as the Writing Center, the Algebra Project,
learning communities, the Learning Frameworks
course, and the University Retention/Advising
Program (URAP). Most recently, Arevalo worked to
bring about the opening of the new Academic
Advising and Mentoring Center.
For him, however, one of the most important
aspects of this growth was the shift to include more
graduate-level programs.
“I believe that the highlight for me is the
movement of the university from a primarily
undergraduate institution to a graduate research
university,” said Arevalo. “Gaining approval to
create three additional doctoral programs was
important to the university.”
Essential to that shift was the decrease in faculty
workload to allow for more research.
“I think that critical to the improvement of
academic programs were my efforts to change
faculty workload, to strongly support faculty
research and to increase faculty starting salaries
approximately 59 percent over the past seven
years,” said Arevalo.
With Arevalo on his way out, President Blandina
Cardenas and her staff are beginning the search for
a replacement.
“The president will be appointing a committee

tasked with identifying the qualities and criteria that
we want to see in a provost and vice president,” said
Carol Rausch, assistant to the president.
The president and hiring committee will use
various methods of attracting qualified applicants
through their national search.
“We will put out national advertisements, and
letters will be sent to all Texas institutions, as well
as some others,” said Rausch. “The president will
also send letters to people who might like to
nominate someone for the position.”
A deadline will be set and after the applications
are in, the committee will screen the applicants,
interview some, and choose the best person for the
job.
According to Rausch, Arevalo and the positive
qualities he brought to UTPA will be missed.
“Dr. Arevalo brought a great deal of strengths,”
said Rausch. “He had excellent organizational,
financial and executive administration skills.”
Just as UTPA will miss him, Arevalo says he
will also miss many in the university community,
and he invites them to visit Washington. Among the
many relatives Arevalo will leave behind in the
region is his youngest daughter.
“It is always the people you meet and the friends
you have that make it hard to leave a university,”
said Arevalo. “I of course hope that some will find
their way to EWU from time to time.”

Effects of WHTI on border economy
LOSS of 19,000 jobs in the
border region
l

l

LOSS of 215,044 jobs in Texas

LOSS of personal income
(10.14 billion) in Texas
l

LOSS of total expenditures
(35.31 billion) in Texas
l

DECLINE of housing values by
2.8%-10.6 %
l

Source: 2004 Perryman report

into the United States by 20 percent, and this would
have an economic impact on the region. According
to the 2004 Perryman Report, led by world
renowned economist and scholar M. Ray Perryman,
this could cause a loss of over 19,000 jobs in the
region and 215,044 jobs in Texas.
While the WHTI is set to be implemented as a law
to its full capacity by 2008 and is not negotiable,
active consideration is being given to alternative
documentation beyond a passport, which may be
sufficient to denote citizenship and identity.
After sorting through an initial round of public
comments, which closed on Oct.
31, the
Department of Homeland Security and State
Department will issue another notice of proposed
rulemaking and invite public comment again well
before the implementation date of the first phase of
the program on Dec. 31, 2006
“This initiative is going to have some
negatives to it, but in the end it is all for our
security and that is a good thing,” said Gutierrez
of the Border Patrol.

Story Ideas Welcome

Please submit suggestions to
Claudette Gonzalez at
ThePanAmerican@gmail.com
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Even though more people are applying for colleges and attending at record rates, very few graduates are leaving with the skills to comprehend
data, according to Lois Romano, staff writer for
The Washington Post.
Some experts, such as Mark Schneider, who
works for the government compiling education statistics, believe that there is a gap between the educational styles of today versus those of previous
generations.
“It may be that institutions have not yet figured
out how to teach a whole generation of students
who learned to read on a computer and who watch
more TV. It’s a different kind of literacy,” said
Schneider in an interview with The Washington
Post.
A new approach being taken to help the next
generation of readers are the new educational
videos and video games appearing on television,
enticing parents to help their children learn more at
a younger age. “Baby Einstein” is one of the most
popular DVD series available for children from
birth until two years of age.
Monica Garza, a junior at UTPA, has a niece
who watches “Baby Einstein” DVDs on a daily
basis, and she has seen the benefits.
"Every morning when my brother and sisterin-law are getting ready for work, they put the
DVDs on for her and she gets really excited.
When I baby-sit her, it's all that she wants to
watch," Garza said. "After watching them, she
walks around quoting stuff that she learned from
the show."
Styles are one variable, but will is another. San
Juanita De La Fuente, Valley educator says that the

SPEAKER

problem may not be preparation at all, but the fact
that students are settling for bare minimum reading.
"Many students are already getting in the habit
of only reading what is required for their classes
and don't pick up a book for any other purpose,”
said De La Fuente, an ex-librarian, “Once students
graduate, they don't even think about picking up
another book before entering college, and by that
time the damage is usually done.”
Others speculate that a possible cause for the
decrease in literacy levels is the increasing number
of diverse languages and cultures in the American
melting pot. There are language and cultural barriers that some schools may not understand.
“Diversity may lead to more difficulties in education,” said Schneider.
At UTPA, the English Language Institute (ELI)
on campus works to avoid problems such as language barriers between professors and students.
The ELI provides students with instruction by first
determining their English-speaking and comprehension skills with a placement test.
Students are then divided into classes according to their comprehension levels and are taught
grammar, listening and speaking, reading and writing, vocabulary and idioms, and for those students
who wish to attend an American university, preparation for the Test of English as a Foreign
Language (TOEFL).
This is an excellent way to weave diversity into
the educational game, and ensure that fewer graduates end up on the list of students without basic
literacy skills. The system will in time correct for
these problems, if given the resources and
patience.

continued from page 3

Smith said.
Smith added that the committee doesn’t necessarily go for big names or simply pull random names out
of a hat to see who will be part of the Distinguished
Speaker Series. It’s all about expertise and relevance
to the UTPA community.
“We wanted to bring speakers that have something of substance to contribute,” said Edna
Zambrano, committee member. “There are a lot of
famous people out there, but what are they going to
talk about? Are they performers or speakers? Things
like that.”
What it really comes down to is availability and
money. This year, the students made a list of about 25
names and ended up with only four speakers. Since
the committee is funded by Student Service Fees,
money is not unlimited.
But Smith added that money is not the only issue.
“We’ve had two speakers turn us down because
they’re very busy people and you can’t fly into the
Rio Grande Valley and fly out in the same night,”
Smith said.
FUTURE PLANS
Currently the Distinguished Lecture Committee is
working on getting next year’s series rolling. The
committee is formulating its list, and hopes to bring
more speakers from a variety of backgrounds, including the arts.
“We feel that if we do our job well that we will get
more funding and if this spring goes well we think we
will seek some outside sources of funding that will
start helping us bring more speakers,” said Smith.

As a future alternative, the UTPA Distinguished
Lecture Series is looking for other sources of financial support.
For example, The University of Texas-San
Antonio hosts a fundraising Great Conversation
every year and charges for tickets to a table.
This year, there are going to be 58 conversationalists at the Great Conversation Feb. 17, where students and faculty get together to discuss or have
“conversations” on things such as politics, business
and education.
The Distinguished Lecture Series has considered
doing something similar to this to raise funds, but,
according to Smith, they would just like to keep it
strictly lecture or speech.
“We wanted to have three successful years to
build a reputation to say ‘we know what we’re doing,
we know how to bring good speakers, we’re in tune
with the students,’” Smith said. “Then we will talk
about charging.”
However, Smith added that if they had an ideal, it
would be to keep the events free of charge. Events in
the past became high-dollar tickets that limited the
students’ access.
“What we hope will happen, what we want to do
is find a sponsor. I think we would like to keep things
free. We like the idea of having the faculty, staff, students, and some public members all in the same
room,” said Smith.
All events are free and open to UTPA students,
staff and faculty. Student Union Theater doors open
to UTPA students, staff, and faculty with valid UTPA
I.D.s.
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"She was a good person and could always
make me laugh," Garza said of her departed
friend.
Cavazos had left Garza a voice-mail message
the day she was killed, congratulating her on
graduation.
"She said some funny stuff in my voice mail
that day," said Garza.
Garza added that despite the quiet demeanor
perceived by most, Cavazos was actually quite
funny, a quality she will miss dearly. Sharing 3G
margaritas at Chili's and Chimmy Cheesecake at
Applebee's, the two got along well and understood each other.
"She was there for me when my boyfriend
and I broke up," Garza remembered. "She stayed
up with me at her apartment and comforted me
when she heard me cry. That's a good friend."
Garza said she still can't believe her friend is
gone.
"It's important that people don't take their
friends or family for granted because you never
know what can happen," she explained. "I said
to myself, 'I'll call her tomorrow,' but tomorrow
never came for her."
A SIMPLE PERSON
In conjunction with her quiet, "laid-back" exterior
was a simple, determined young woman taking her
place in the world. Cavazos worked diligently to
achieve her plans of becoming a teacher.
When she wasn't working or in school, Garza

WORKING

Q “She was such a good
person and I will miss her so
much.”
-Vanessa Garza
said Cavazos liked to relax in her apartment and
spend time with her family.
"Many people didn't really know her because
she was so quiet, but I know different," Garza
said. "She should be remembered as someone
who was reserved but had a lot to say."
A MYSTERY UNSOLVED
Recent reports in The Monitor say that police
have yet to single out a suspect or motive in the
murder of Cavazos. The Monitor, however,
reports that police have ruled out robbery as a
motive. No further updates have been offered as
the spring semester begins.
Cavazos was laid to rest at Restlawn
Memorial Park in La Feria Dec. 24.
"She was such a good person," Garza said.
"and I will miss her so much."
While on assignment, The Pan American
photographer Joel de la Rosa ran into Cavazos’
mother, Norma, as she stood by her daughter’s
grave. While speaking with de la Rosa, she
asked community members to come forward if
they have any information on the death of her
daughter. Contact the Edinburg Police
Department at 383-7411.

continued from page 3

have to miss much school.
Adrian Jimenez, 32, received his bachelor’s
degree in 2002 from the University of North Texas
in Denton in communication, and still remembers
the struggle to accomplish it.
“Financial aid can only help you so much, you
have to get a job and find ways to reduce your
spending,” Jimenez said. “Now that’s something
you see everywhere, but when you are at home on
top of all those you have family responsibilities.”
Jimenez, audio/video supervisor at the Dodge
Arena and manger of operations at Telemundo, said
that the closer someone is to home the more they
respect their culture.
“You actually stop for a moment and think,
‘my education can wait. I can extend my graduation
time. I really have to fix this family matter first,’”
he said.
The choice to extend graduation time becomes
even harder when the student is the first in their

family to go to college. According to Guerra, good
mentoring would improve the development of many
first-generation students hoping to succeed in the
most difficult and confusing years of their lives.
“Mentors would advise students about career
options, the study of the different disciplines and
maybe help out with time management.” Guerra
suggested.
And the GEAR UP program, among others,
has taken steps to better prepare area students for
the college experience. Training and advice are
needed, but sometimes the realities of life are hard
to avoid. In the meantime students will continue to
struggle to keep up with family matters, school,
work, and stress, a lot of stress.
As for Quintanilla, she is still looking for a job
that will not interfere with her school schedule.
“I heard of this place where the company actually works with your schedule,” she said. “The pay
is good, but the training is from 2 to 10:30 p.m. and

1997-2005 Graduation Rate
YEAR 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Grad.
in
21.2%
6 years
Grad.
in
4 years

N/A

2.7%

N/A

21.5% 23.8% 23.3% 24.3% 26.4%

N/A

N/A

N/A

24.3%

6.2%

27% 26.4%

6.2%

N/A

source:www.collegeresults.org
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U.S. soccer team starts World Cup push
San Diego is site for Sunday match
Sunday marks the first warm-up game for the U.S. men’s
soccer team, as it prepares for the 2006 World Cup, to be
played in Germany this summer. The men face Canada at 7
p.m. Sunday, in a match to be played in San Diego.
The following weekend, the team stays in California, this
time in Carson, to battle Norway in a 4 p.m. game. Then the
next prep match is Feb. 10 in San Francisco against the
Japanese team, followed by a Feb. 19 tilt against Guatemala,
at Frisco, Texas, which is outside Dallas.
The final tune-ups come in March, as the U.S. booters take
on Poland March 1 and Germany March 22, with both games
taking place overseas in Germany.
The World Cup schedule looks like this: June 12 it’s the
Czech Republic in the Cup opener. June 17 brings the tough
Italian squad, and June 22 the Americans face the Cup team
from the African nation of Ghana.

Jefferies 1). Personal Fouls: 18 (Kline 5,
Archibeque 4, Jefferies 4, Olson 2,
Birden 1, Lowe 1, Gebhardt 1).

Basketball

UNC........................24 39 - 63
UTPA......................29 45 - 74

Men’s
Saturday, Jan. 14
UTPA 74, NORTHERN COLO. 63

Keating earns region’s Runner of the Year award
Valley senior enjoyed stellar career
One of the top athletes in school history won yet another
award for his track prowess recently. University of Texas-Pan
American cross country runner Westly Keating of Pharr has
been named the 2005 South Central Region Runner of the
Year by the United States Track & Field and Cross Country
Coaches Association.
Keating finished the 2005 season by earning his third cross
country All-American honor and placing fifth at the NCAA
Division I National Championship, hosted by Indiana State
University, with a time of 29:38.1. In order to qualify for the
National Championship race, he competed in the South
Central Regional Championship in Waco.
He became the first UTPA runner ever to win a regional
championship, setting a new course record and finishing a full
minute ahead of the second-place finisher Josphat Boit, the
2004 national champion.
Keating’s fifth place finish at the National Championship
race was his lowest finish of the season. He finished third in
the first three races of the year, including the Pre-Nationals
meet on the Indiana State course where nationals were held.
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UTPA
FG FT Reb
M-A M-A O-D-T

A Pts

Sheppard 4-7 7-12 1-5-6 12
Robinson 2-3 0-0 0-2-2
2
Shankle
3-4 3-4 2-2-4
2
Edwards 9-15 4-4 2-3-5
1
Lien
9-15 0-0 3-6-9
0
East
0-2 0-0 0-0-0
1
Puente
2-5 1-1 0-1-1
1
Gaither
0-0 0-0 0-1-1
0
Trader
1-2 0-0 0-1-1
1
Totals
29-53 15-20 11-21-32 20

15
4
10
20
18
0
5
0
2
74

Men’s upcoming schedule
Jan. 21 IPFW
Jan. 24 SMU
Jan. 28 Utah Valley State
Jan. 30 Northern Colorado
Feb. 02 Texas A&M-International
Feb. 04 St. Edwards
Feb. 09 Utah Valley State
Feb. 11 South Dakota State
Feb. 15 North Texas
Feb. 20 Texas A&M-Corpus Christi
Feb. 25 South Dakota State
Feb. 27 Texas A&M-Corpus Christi
Mar. 03 IPFW

Montague 1, Pierce 1). Personal Fouls:
13 (Garrett 4, Wilson 3, Montague 2,
Daniel 2, Pierce 1, Winfrey 1).
UNC
FG FT Reb
M-A M-A O-D-T A Pts

Cox
0-1 2-2 0-2-2 0
Fosdick
1-11 2-4 0-1-1 5
Barbour
7-10 2-2 1-4-5 2
Hagen
6-11 1-3 4-6-10 6
Hubbard
4-12 2-2 0-5-5 2
McGrath
0-0 2-3 0-2-2 2
Martinson
0-0 0-0 0-0-0 0
Dillon
3-3 0-0 0-0-0 0
Christopher 1-3 0-0 1-0-1 0
Drangmeister0-2 0-0 1-0-1 0
McCarroll
1-5 0-0 2-2-4 0
Buttars
0-1 0-0 1-0-1 0
Veal
1-1 0-1 0-1-1 0
Totals
24-60 11-17 11-28-39 17

2
5
20
15
12
2
0
9
3
0
2
0
2
72

Home games in bold.

Percentages: FG .547 FT, .700, 3-Point
2-5, .400. Blocked shots: 0. Turnovers:
16 (Lien 5, Sheppard 3, Trader 3,
Robinson 2, Edwards 1, Puente 1,
Gaither 1). Steals: 9 (Puente 3,
Sheppard 3, Robinson 1, Edwards 1,
Lien 1). Personal Fouls: 19 (Robinson 4,
Sheppard 3, Trader 3, Shankle 2,
Edwards 2, Lien 2, East 2, Puente 1).
UNC
FG FT Reb
M-A M-A O-D-T

Taibi
5-15 0-0 0-3-3
Kline
3-14 2-2 1-2-3
Birden
2-3 3-4 1-2-3
Olson
1-4 0-0 1-2-3
Archibeque 12-13 6-7 4-2-6
Lowe
1-3 0-0 0-1-1
Gebhardt 0-1 0-0 1-0-1
Jefferies
0-3 0-0 1-3-4
McDaniel 0-0 0-0 0-0-0
Totals
24-56 11-13 10-18-28

A Pts

6 13
6
9
1
7
1
2
1 30
0
2
2
0
0
0
0
0
17 63

Percentages: FG .429 FT, .846, 3-Point
4-22, .182. Blocked shots: 3. Turnovers:
18 (Kline 6, Archibeque 4, Taibi 2, Olson
2, Lowe 2, Gebhardt 1, Jefferies 1).
Steals: 4 (Taibi 1, Kline 1, Gebhardt 1,

Women’s
Sunday, Jan. 15
NORTHERN COLO. 72, UTPA 52
UTPA
FG FT Reb
M-A M-A O-D-T A Pts

Jones
0-1 0-0 0-0-0 0
0
Reed
7-12 0-0 1-4-5 3 17
Montague
1-9 0-1 1-0-1 1
2
Pierce
3-11 1-2 1-4-5 0
7
Gooden
0-0 0-0 0-0-0 0
0
Wilson
0-5 0-0 0-5-5 1
0
Daniel
4-4 3-4 3-5-8 0 11
Kostacky
0-1 0-0 0-1-1 0
0
Winfrey
0-1 0-0 0-2-2 2
0
Garrett
5-10 3-6 1-2-3 0
13
Knerr
0-0 0-0 0-0-0 0
0
Ramirez
0-0 0-0 0-4-4 0
0
Coulson
1-1 0-0 0-0-0 1
2
Totals
21-55 7-13 11-29-40 11 52
Percentages: FG .382 FT, .538, 3-Point
3-17, .176. Blocked shots: 3 (Winfrey 2,
Montague 1). Turnovers: 18 (Daniel 6,
Pierce 3, Wilson 3, Winfrey 2, Jones 1,
Reed 1, Montague 1, Couson 1). Steals:
6 (Wilson 2, Ramirez 1, Reed 1,

Percentages: FG .400 FT, .647, 3-Point
13-33, .394. Blocked shots: 1
(Christopherson 1). Turnovers: 13 (Cox
3, McGrath 3, Hubbard 2, Veal 1,
McCarroll 1, Fosdick 1, Barbour 1,
Hagen 1). Steals: 11 (Hubbard 3, Cox 2,
Fosdick 2, Barbour 2, Martinson 1,
McCarroll 1). Personal Fouls: 16
(Barboour 4, Hagen 3, Cox 2, Fosdick 2,
Veal 2, McCarroll 1, Hubbard 1,
McGrath 1).
UTPA.......................30 22 - 52
UNC.........................27 45 - 72
Women’s upcoming schedule
Jan. 17 Utah Valley State
Jan. 21 Texas A&M-Corpus Christi
Jan. 31 Wichita State University
Feb. 04 IPFW
Feb. 06 Northern Colorado
Feb. 11 South Dakota State
Feb. 15 Huston-Tillotson
Feb. 18 IPFW
Feb. 23 Texas A&M-Corpus Christi
Feb. 27 Oregon State
Mar. 04 Utah Valley State
Home games in bold.

The world famous Harlem Globetrotters will play 10 times in
Texas on their 80th anniversary “Unstoppable Tour,” landing in
Hidalgo to play at the Dodge Arena Jan. 26 at 7 p.m.
The Globetrotters, long considered basketball’s world
ambassadors, will bring their show of fun and games to the
Dodge Arena, after the 278-game, 197-city tour began Dec. 26
in Pittsburgh and Cedar Rapids, Iowa. The Trotters will be in
Laredo Jan. 25 and follow the Valley show with games in
Corpus Christi (Jan. 27 and 29).
There are several players with roots in Texas on the 25-man
roster, including 6-foot-8 Donald Cole, who played at Port
Arthur Lincoln High School, a perennial power, and then Sam
Houston State. Fellow forward Sterling Forbes is an exSouthwest Texas State star, while 6-6 Corey Smith (Houston
Lamar HS) and Eathen O’Bryant (of Huntsville) are also along
for the ride.
Over 120 million people will see the Globetrotters at some
point in their lives. To get a piece of this unforgettable action,
call (866) RIO-TIXX or visit several Valley locations for tickets.

Courtesy of the
Edinburg Review

Globetrotters in town for annual hoops show
Dodge Arena has them Jan. 26

RED HOT LADY ‘CATS - from top left: Liz Olvera (35); Coach Raquel Carmona;
Marah Guzman, are all part of an Edinburg High basketball team that is ranked
20th in the state by the Texas Association of Basketball Coaches.
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Ybarra named as track asst.
Former All-American graces
UTPA with knowledge
Courtesy of UTPA Athletic Department

past June.
The Mission native recorded a banner senior
UTPA head men's and women's track and field campaign where he posted the top-five best
and cross country coach Ricky Vaughn announced throws in program history in the 35-lb. weight
on Wednesday that former
throw as well as the third
UTPA All-American Isaac
best throw in the shot put
Ybarra has been named
during the indoor season.
assistant track and field
In the outdoor season,
coach.
Ybarra duplicated his
"I'm excited about the
dominance in the weight
opportunity to coach and
throw with the top-five
continue to be a part of the
best marks in the weight
UTPA track and field
throw and three of the top
programs," said Ybarra.
marks in the discus.
"After a long, extensive
Ybarra was honored at
nationwide search for an
the
UTPA Athletic
assistant track and field
Banquet as the Co-Male
coach, I realized that our
Student-Athlete of the
best
candidate
was
Year for his efforts
somebody in our own
during the indoor season.
backyard. We are very
During the 2004
Courtesy of UTPA athletic department
fortunate to have Isaac join
outdoor season, Ybarra
our program as an assistant
captured a quartet of
coach, and I believe that he
individual championships
will do a good job. It's great for our program and with three coming in the hammer throw and a title
university to have one of our alumnus want to in the discus. He won the hammer throw at the
give back as a coach," added Vaughn.
Bayou Classic, Angela Proctor Classic and Rice
The newly-named assistant coach became the Twilight while capturing the discus championship
program's first male indoor All-American after at the Border Olympics. As a junior, he also won
finishing seventh at the NCAA Division I Indoor the 35-lb. weight throw title at the Houston /
National Championships. He set a school record RunSports All-Comers Meet.
in the 35-lb. weight throw with a toss of 69-2.5
Ybarra won a trio of individual championships
and captured three indoor individual titles during during his sophomore indoor track and field
the season at the Houston Hyatt Indoor season. He claimed a pair of titles in the 35-lb.
Invitational, Leonard Hilton Invitational and LSU weight throw and shot put at the Houston Indoor
Twilight.
Invitational while capturing the 35-lb. weight
Ybarra became the first male student-athlete to throw crown at the Houston Indoor Classic.
earn a berth to the national championships in both
In his first outdoor season with the Broncs,
the indoor and outdoor season. At the 2005 Ybarra captured a pair of championships in the
NCAA Division
I
Outdoor
National hammer throw at the Angela Proctor Classic and
Championships, Ybarra finished 18th overall and San Angelo Relays.
ended his career with 21 individual
Ybarra characterizes the true student-athlete of
championships as well as being the record holder UTPA as he earned a spot on the Bronc Pride 3.0
in four events. He also competed at the U.S. Club on four occasions as well as garnering a pair
Championships where he finished ninth overall of trips to the UTPA Athletic Director's Honor
out of 26 competitors with a toss of 215-10 this Roll during his tenure.

YBARRA

THREE-POINTER continued from page 16
to allow her to shoot at will when it comes
down to it,” said Davis.
Davis said that her philosophy is that there
is no right technique when it comes to
shooting.
“We just allow each kid to shoot how they
feel comfortable since they have grown
accustomed to that style as long as they have
been playing basketball,” she said. “I think that
when you get to this point, it’s pretty much too
late to change your shot.”
“I’ve seen some ugly shots that go in a lot,
so I’m a firm believer on whatever works for
each individual as far as technique and

following through, we just pretty much leave it
up to the player,” Davis continued. “We just
focus on their feet and the stance that they take
when attempting the shot.”
So far this season, both squads have been
finding it hard to finish a game in the winner’s
column. Leading the way from behind the arch
for the Broncs thus far this season is Johnathan
Chatman who has made 23 out of 78 attempts,
while the team has accounted for 68 total this
season. The Lady Broncs are finding it a bit
easier from three-point land as Dominique
Montague leads the squad with 39 and a .364
shooting percentage from that range.
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Second chance: Gill tabbed
to assist tennis program
Courtesy of UTPA Athletic Department

Gill comes to the Bronc and Lady Bronc
programs after serving as the director of junior
UTPA head men's and women's tennis coach development and assistant professional at the
Rob Hubbard announced on Friday Jan. 6 that Harlingen Country Club. For the past three
Chris Gill has been added to the coaching staff years, the newly-named assistant coach has
of the men's and women's tennis programs as an worked as a tennis professional, including stints
assistant coach.
at the Walden Racquet
"I'm excited about this
Club, Court 1 Tennis and
opportunity," said Gill.
Tyler Tennis and Swim
"I'm excited to be a part of
Club.
a Division I tennis program
A graduate of Tyler
and hope that I will be able
Junior College where he
to help Coach Hubbard
received his associate's
build the programs to
degree in recreational
where he wants them to be
leadership and tennis
and where they should be."
teaching,
Gill
has
"Chris brings to the
garnered a Professional
table not only a solid
Three Rating Certification
background in tennis, but
by the United States
the intangibles one looks
Professional
Tennis
for in a coach. His
Association. He also has a
dedication to the job
Proficiency Level NTRP
powered by the passion for
Rating of 5.0.
Courtesy of UTPA athletic department
the game will make him a
Gill received his start in
valuable asset to the men's
coaching tennis at his alma
and women's tennis programs. I'm very happy to mater Whitehouse High School in Whitehouse,
have Chris joining the UTPA family," added TX, where he served as an assistant coach during
Hubbard.
his collegiate tenure in 1997.

GILL
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Bronc baseball readies for annual golf fundraiser
By DARYL GONZALES
The Pan American
When head baseball coach Willie Gawlik first came to UTPA,
there were a mere six scholarships given out to players on the
team. Now the baseball organization has reached the NCAA
Division I maximum of 11.7
scholarships, in part due to the
annual Baseball Scholarship
Golf Tournament.
The annual Tournament
is in its third year, and ever
year it has been able to
produce more funds for
scholarships. Every year
nine
scholarships
are
funded
by
the
u n i v e r s i t y ’s
athletic

photo courtesy of Joey Gomez
MAJOR LEAGUE GUEST - Houston Astros pitching coach Jim
Hickey makes tournament appearance.

department, while the tournament helps to raise the rest.
The scholarship event will run Jan. 20-21. On Friday, Jan. 20
a pre-tourney dinner features Jim Hickey, pitching coach of the
2005 National League Champions Astros. The dinner is at the
McAllen Country Club.
The annual golf tournament takes place at the Monte Cristo
Golf Course just north of Edinburg the next day.
“We have a breakfast and lunch buffet offered to the
participants, plus we also have door prizes and silent and live
auctions,” Gawlik said.
This tournament originally got started because the baseball
program wasn’t fully funded, so the coaching staff took it upon
itself to find a way to increase revenue. Then they came up with
the idea of having a golf tournament to help raise money. So a
committee was formed that meets occasionally during an eightmonth period to discuss and plan out the next tournament. This
year’s event chairperson is Marcy Alamia.
In the first year of the event, there were about 75-80
participants, but the next year the draw was bigger with Hickey,
the major league coach and former Bronc baseball All-American
pitcher; the attendance was over 100.
The success that the Astros had this season should add fire to
the event that will see the return of Hickey for the second
straight year. The NL Champion Astros are a known entity in
this area and it just helps in bringing people out to the event,
Gawlik said.
“Jim does everything free of charge, it’s his love for the
program that he once was part of that has him doing this for
us,” Gawlik commented.
All the hard work of a few make it possible to get this
baseball scholarship fund drive rolling, but it’s the promotion
help of local radio analyst Tony Forina and area newspapers that
really get the word out the general public.
Call Gawlik if you have any questions or would like more
information, at (956) 381-2235.

3rd Annual Golf
Tournament
Funding for
Collegiate Baseball
players at UTPA:
During 2006 season:
approximately 8.7 scholarships
Golf Tournament fundraiser:
approximately 3 scholarships
Total: 11.7
NCAA Division-1 maximum:
11.7 scholarships

Bronc sports gear up for spring-semester return
Collective rundown of university athletics
By NATALIE HAIME
The Pan American
A new year has arrived, and many resolutions
have been made in order to make the 2006 season a
successful one for the University of Texas-Pan
American athletic programs.
TENNIS
The men’s and women’s tennis teams have a new
coach for the upcoming semester. Robert Hubbard
joined the team in November and is excited to begin
working with the team.
Hubbard, who attended UTPA from 1974 to
1978, is no stranger to the area.
“I love it down here,” he said. “When I attended
UTPA, the area was not nearly as industrialized as it
is today. It’s amazing to see how much expansion
has taken place.”
Hubbard’s goal for both teams for the upcoming
season is not based on wins and losses.
“My main concern is to get each player on the
team playing the best they can,” he said.
Winning matches could prove to be slightly
difficult as the team is short-handed. Nonetheless,
Hubbard is optimistic.
The men’s team is looking at 16 matches in the
regular season, while the women’s team has 20

scheduled. The men start Feb. 5 with a string of
home games through Feb. 11, as Texas A&MCorpus Christi, Abilene Christian and Lamar travel
to Edinburg. The women get going earlier than that,
with a Jan. 28 double-date in San Antonio against
Texas-El Paso and Middle Tennessee State. Then
they will travel to Abilene Feb. 2-4 to play against
ACU, Stephen F. Austin and Prairie View.
With this grueling schedule, an emphasis will be
placed on keeping in good health. This season will
be the beginning of a long journey toward creating a
highly competitive tennis team over the next few
years.
GOLF
The men’s golf team is also going through a
rebuilding period, however Coach Andrew Tredway
has no doubts as to the talent he has to work with.
Tredway, who is also new to the UTPA athletic
department, recognizes the ability each player on the
team has and looks forward to getting stronger as a
team.
“I’m not looking at the upcoming year in terms of
wins and losses. I’m looking to get more focus out
of my guys,” the first-year coach commented.
The team’s best finish last semester was sixth
place at the Oral Roberts Tournament.
“We haven’t been playing bad golf, however we

haven’t had four guys play well all at the same
time,” said Tredaway.
The team is continuing to improve, and look
forward to a full semester of tournaments in various
parts of the United States. There will also be a
fundraiser to raise money for both the men’s and
women’s golf teams, and start a campus ministry
program. April 17 the R&B group, The Katinas’ will
be performing in the UTPA Field House. Tickets
will be going on sale soon.
Women’s golf is expecting to have a strong
upcoming season, and Coach Barb Odale is excited
to get her team working.
“I’m looking to get a little more focus out of my
girls this semester,” she said.
The team is looking to set various goals,
including breaking 295 in tournament play after last
year’s first sub-300 mark. Odale is counting on wins
in three tournaments this semester including at
Corpus Christi, San Antonio, and Texas State—all
of which are reasonable goals. Last season was a
stepping stone for the team, as it welcomed two new
freshman to the squad. Even though last season was
not the most successful, it was not a failure either in
the eyes of Coach Odale,
“A little more focus and direction will make us
very competitive,” she said.
The women golfers will be at the Islander Spring

Classic Feb. 20-21 in Corpus Christi, while the men
are in San Antonio at the same time, playing in The
Roadrunner Intercollegiate Tourney hosted by UTSan Antonio.
TRACK
Ricky Vaughn is the head track and field coach at
UTPA. This year will be his fifth season with the
university, and he is very pleased with how well
both of his teams performed last semester.
“The men had a great year in cross country and
had the highest finish in school history, placing 4th
in the NCAA Regionals,” Vaughn said.
Despite the fact both teams are fairly young, he
expects more great finishes in the near future.
“I’m excited to see what the freshman can do. We
have good quality athletes on both teams, so we can
expect to see results from all of them,” he said.
Track kicks off for the men and women at the
Wes Kittley Invitational sponsored by Texas Tech in
Lubbock Jan. 20-21. Feb. 4 both teams will be at the
prestigious Houston Indoor event.
The consensus seems to be that the UTPA
community can expect a competitive spring athletic
season. Continued support from the student body
helps to motivate each athlete to perform to the best
of their ability, not to mention offering
entertainment value for attendees.
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Bronc basketball men struggle to find stride
By JORGE HINOJOSA
The Pan American
Over the winter break the University of Texas-Pan
American men’s basketball team has had its troubles,
with a young lineup and a tough schedule.
With the record at 4 wins and 13 losses before
Monday’s late game against Texas State, they hope to
finish out the second half of the season more
favorably. They have seven home games left, with the
next one on Saturday, Jan. 21 at 1:30 pm.
The problems could be partially attributed to the
Broncs having a young team, including many
freshmen and program newcomers. Coach Robert
Davenport stated that the team is seeking to recruit
more high school players and not rely as heavily on
junior college students to younger players. He thinks
that getting younger players will
be an improvement, in
that it will enable the
coaching staff to
work with the
newbies from day
one, for four years or
more. This will also
ideally build a
higher level of
camaraderie
that can

potentially develop a team more comfortable playing
together.
This new outlook on recruiting is still at a
premature stage. The Broncs optimistically look
forward to a program that will be stronger and better
in the years to follow. In recent days the Broncs have
proven that they are still capable of winning games.
With a 66-43 win over Monterrey Tech the Broncs
looked to turn the momentum 180 degrees from an 11game losing streak lasting a total of 46 days, and the
win brought a tremendous sigh of relief for the
players. Previous to this game, the last win the Broncs
earned dated back to Nov. 25 against Texas Southern
on the sand at South Padre Island.
This reminds us once again how it’s never too late.
Confidence can very possibly alter one’s ability to
play at full potential, and if there was any lack of
confidence, two wins should help stabilize it. The
Broncs also pulled out an 11-point win on Saturday
against the Northern Colorado Bears 74-63 at the
UTPA Field House. 6-foot-8 Kano Edwards had backto-back games where he led the team in scoring,
netting 45 total in the wins. He averages 8.6 for the
year, third on the team.
Shooting has been a team weakness so far,
with a 39.1 percent performance, although the
team fired away at 54.7 percent against the
Bears, making 29 of 53 attempts. The team
defense has been spotty, as opponents shoot
.471 from the floor and outrebound the Broncs by
2.6 per game. UTPA also has committed 24 more
turnovers than their opponents. The team does
reasonably well from the free-throw line (68.2
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percent), and
continued improvement from the field should translate
into more points and maybe more wins.
The Broncs have little less than half the 31-game
schedule left and nagging injuries have played a part
in the team’s lack of success. Alex Robinson has had
problems all season, and senior Derrick East suffered
a twisted knee. Despite the problems, East stepped in
to play Monterrey and has averaged 8.1 points and 5.0
boards per game. Colin Lien has 9.5 points and a
team-best 5.3 rebounds per game to give the Broncs
some inside power. East was the team’s lone returnee
with ample playing experience when the season
started.
“I wasn’t even planning on playing him in the

Monterrey game,
but I had to due to foul trouble and just lack of depth
in that position,” said Davenport, who made it clear
that injuries are expected in college basketball. “That’s
part of the season, you’ve got to be able to weather
those things, and fight through it.”
In the backcourt, Johnathan Chatman (8.3 points)
and Larry Shepherd (6.4 and team-best 70 assists)
have started to learn the DI game at their positions,
while Zach Trader, who played sparingly last season,
has had his moments this time around.
Ultimately, the Broncs have worked hard
preparing for games. The team is maturing and
gaining experience with every passing week, with the
younger players benefit greatly from being under
game pressure. It has been a tough opening half, and
the Broncs eagerly await the upcoming matches.

Broncs define art of three-point shot

Joey Cortez/The Pan American

By DARYL GONZALES
The Pan American

PUT IT UP - Junior Larry Shepherd shoots from the
line during Saturday’s game vs. Northern Colorado.

Michael Jordan made it popular,
Larry Bird made it routine, but what
is it that allows players to pull it off
when needed? What is the
underlying force behind shots from
outside the perimeter? The threepoint shot becomes useful when
your team is down but not out, it is
the one play that can give your team
the most possible points with a
single toss of the basketball.
The mechanics and set-up of the
shot are what goes through most
heads before shooting a three. At the
University of Texas-Pan American,
incoming
transfer
Johnathan
Chatman said that before delivering
the shot, he must quickly analyze the
set-up around him. It’s all about
confidence, Chatman answered
when asked what is most important
in shooting from downtown.

“The first thing that I do before
attempting the shot is to make sure
that I set my feet shoulder-width
apart. Then focus on getting a good
follow-through after releasing the
ball,” Chatman said. “A good threepoint shot scenario is when everyone
is sucked inside the paint and then
they kick the ball out to you for the
three.”
Bronc assistant coach Greg
Wright sat down with The Pan
American, and explained that there
are many different things that have
to be added up before going through
with the shot.
“I think that a person’s skill level
and confidence are the two key
components in making a great threepoint shooter,” Wright said. “Many
different scenarios have to come into
consideration before attempting the
shot. The players’ ability, are they
being contested?

“If the player shows confidence
in his shot, and their percentage
shows that they are capable, then
we’re going to give them the green
light in taking the shot.”
Wright also noted the shooter’s
mentality is key. He asked, ‘Does he

“A good threepoint scenario is
when everyone is
sucked inside the
paint.”
-Johnathan Chatman
miss four or five shots but still have
the guts to keep shooting their game
to put one in the basket?’
With the departure of last
season’s leading perimeter shooter,
Ray Castillo, the Broncs will need to
rely on someone else for their

downtown points. For the women,
that person is Dominique Montague.
Last season, the Lady Bronc guard
made 49 out of 143 shots from
outside the arch with a .343 threepoint shooting percentage.
“I just try not to think so much
when I’m about to shoot, I find that I
miss most of the shots when I put too
much thought into it,” Montague
said. “So it’s just something that
comes natural. I just look for that
same feeling that I’ve become
accustomed to feeling before
shooting.”
Jill Davis, assistant Lady Broncs
coach, said that Montague is one of
the only players on the team that
always has the green light when it
comes to attempting a three-point
shot.
“Her consistency from threepoint range gives us the confidence
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